VERANDA

Decorating

[s It Time to Say
Goodbye to Your
Coflee Table?

This chic alternative is just as functional,

but way cozier.
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The coffee table is perhaps one of the hardest working, and most
necessary, furnishings in a living area. Need to set down your drink or

new design book? Want to set out some fresh flowers or a stack of

pretty books? There’s a surface for that. You could of course opt for a
traditional wood design or a more contemporary metal table, but might
we suggest a little something different? How about an ottoman?

This upholstered alternative—be it round, rectangular, or square—offers
all the tunctionality of a hard-surface table once you set a tray atop it
but with endless versatility. Here, we tell you everything you need to
know about why you should consider an ottoman coffee table and how
to select just the right one for your living room, all with advice shared

by interior designers.

According to Maggie Dillon, interior designer with Maggie Dillon
Interiors, an ottoman coffee table is a great way to introduce softness

and versatility into a living space, offering a “more cushioned, family-
friendly surface.” Plus, she says, these versatile pieces can help
“maximize seating in the area without sacrificing style.”



An ottoman is also a
MORE FROM VERANDA stellar aesthetic
choice, designers say.
“They provide the
perfect opportunity to
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add color, texture, and
pattern to a decorative
scheme through the
choice of fabrics,” says
Kate Aslangul, founder
& creative director of
Oakley Moore. “I
always look to these

sorts of pieces to pull
a scheme together and bring an unexpected playful detail to a room.
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Mark Roskams

How to Pick the Right Ottoman for Your Space

According to Aslangul, the most important thing to keep in mind in
selecting a coftfee table is to make sure every chair has a place to set
down a glass or book. As far as dimensions go for an ottoman or coffee
table, she recommends that it be around two-thirds the length of the
sofa it sits in front of and that it be 5 to 10 centimeters (or about 2 to 4
inches) lower than the sofa. The only exception is for an oversize sofa; in
that case she'd recommend a smaller ottoman and adding a small martini
table or ceramic stool at the end of it.



As for shapes, Dillon says she likes to incorporate a round ottoman in a
space that has a lot of clean lines, like a set of two sofas or angular
chairs, to create visual balance. When she has a larger space, she also
likes to use a pair of ottomans set side by side to make the space extra
flexible.

Amanda Khouri, owner and principal designer of Amanda Khouri

Interiors, prefers square or rectangular ottomans for seating

arrangements that are more or less symmetrical or centered around a
fireplace or TV, but when it comes to tighter spaces where pathways are
narrower, she often opts for a round, oval, or clipped corner ottomans to
add both functionally and a unique shape to the furniture grouping.
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What materials and other features should you look

for when shopping for an upholstered ottoman coffee
table?

Khouri says ottomans create a great opportunity to go bold with your
fabric choice. “Sometimes a sofa feels like too large a commitment for a
bold fabric, while a pillow can feel too small,” she says. “An ottoman gives
clients a nice middle ground for risk-taking when it comes to fabric
choice! Plus, she says, pattern and color in fabric can be forgiving
against scuffs and spills while also adding visual interest to the space.

Whether you decide to go bold or neutral, designers recommend you
lean into textured fabrics. Aslangul says that interesting weaves or
printed linens offer both comfort and character, and Dillon recommends
a durable performance fabric.



Beyond fabric, there are many other design features to choose from. An
ottoman on raised legs can feel airy and elegant, or a substantial
ottoman upholstered to the floor adds visual weight, according to
Aslangul. She also recommends looking for one with a hidden
compartment or lower shelf if you need storage for toys, books, or
magazines in your space.

One of Dillon’s go-to features for ottomans is casters that make it extra
easy to move around, whether you're rearranging for an event or shifting
the layout for daily use, and a few of Khouri's favorite custom design
elements to add to an ottoman are contrast welts and buttons, pleated
or ruffled edges, and mitered stripes.
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How should you style your upholstered ottoman
coffee table?

Designers agree that the number one styling element to use for an
ottoman is a large beautiful tray. It both grounds the look of the ottoman
visually and creates a practical flat surface for a flower arrangement or a
cup of coffee that needs a stable surface. Dillon suggests adding a few
coffee table books, a small decorative bowl, and a candle to the tray
while making sure you leave spaces for drinks, and Aslangul likes to style
a tray with handblown Murano glasses.



All three designers we spoke to recommended colored high-gloss
lacquered trays from The Lacquer Company that are both chic and

wipeable, and Aslangul also says she likes to find unusual trays from
makers on Etsy.

In addition to a tray, a stack of books set directly on the ottoman can
also provide a stable, and aesthetically pleasing, surface, Khouri says. If
you opt for a fun patterned fabric on your ottoman, you can keep styling
simple, Aslangul says, noting that a pile of beautiful magazines is often
sufficient. No matter how you style your ottoman, make sure you also
leave room for feet to rest comfortably on it too!
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