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DESIGN CENTRE

© Astrid Templier

ONES TO WATCH

Discovering exceptional talent is always a pleasure. Here are just a few of the new generation of interior design

practices who bring their unbounded creativity, flair and imagination to every project

LAUREN ELLIOT

Based in North Yorkshire, Elliott started her own
practice five years ago. She works on projects
around the UK, and as far afield as Los Angeles.

What inspires you?

Inspiration is everywhere if you really open your
mind to see it, I have been inspired by things such as
carvings in the stone temples of Cambodia and then
in equal measure the colour of a house against the
blue backdrop of the sky. L once designed a headboard
based on the shape of a roof I saw and liked, so really
I am always searching.

What's the thread that runs through every scheme, regardless
of the aesthetic?

My playfulness with colour and patern. I always like 1o add an
unexpected pattern or texture into a scheme and/or a colour - or both
sometimes!

What projects have you got coming up?

A lovely project thatis a complete new build, but designed to look like
a period property, with the advantages of an interior that works for
modern-day living. | am looking forward to it.

Describe your style in three words
Fun, intriguing, colourful.

What's your latest discovery at the Design Centre?

I liked the fabulous *Mariner” cabinet by Julian Chichester so much thar |
bought two for my own home  they will be sitting pride of place in

my hallway!

OAKLEY MOORE

After a varied career that included running Asprey in Paris and working
at Sotheby's, Fulham-based Kate Aslangul retrained as an interior
designer. After a stint at Todhunter Earle, she set up on her own in 2017.

What inspires you?

I trained as a photographer, so it's everything that | sce, including
travel, art, books, architecture and nature, I'm constantly adding to my
60,000  well-catalogued  photographs on my i Phone.

What's the thread that runs through every scheme, regardless of the aesthetic?
I don't have a formula, but it’s about that sense of flow and coherence,
and whether you feel well in the space. There's always a light, playful
clement that makes it very personalised: you might open a capboard
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¢ Q I'he client is the starting point. L always spend a lot of time understanding their
lifestyle and how they see themselves using the space — because you want to
improve on it. What's the value added of having an interior designer, if they don't

give you more?2,

What are the details that matter to you?
Craft is really important to me - well-made curtains, well-made furniture. Also,

the layering of different materials, colour, pattern and scale; it’s what gives a room
depth and makes everything more coherent.

Describe your style in three words
Thoughtful, personal, liveable.

What'’s your latest discovery at the Design Centre?
I recently discovered CMO Paris’ wallpapers at Elitis.
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AMANDA POWELL DESIGN

In her youth, New York-based Amanda Powell attended the Washington School of Ballet,
before working in finance; she then retrained as a designer and set up her practice in 2020.
A regular visitor to the Design Centre's events, including WOW!house, she is currently
working on a Greenwich Village townhouse and an 18th-century house in Connecticut.

What's the thread that runs through every scheme, regardless of the aesthetic?
I think, because | grew up asa dancer, there's a bit of stagecraft. | sometimes think of
my work like different styles of ballet: Ilove the classical as much as the stripped-down

modern.

Do you have a specific starting point for a project?

T'he first few mectings are like a first date, getting to know the property and understanding
a chient’s practical needs. But it's also what inspires them personally - their favourite hotel,
or where they love to travel,

Is there any business advice you wish you d known when you'd started out?
People can fall at the first hurdle because they might
be very creative but don’t know to balance a book or

do a spreadsheet,

Describe your style in three wonds
Colourful, thoughtful and distinctive,

What'’s your latest discovery at the Design Centre?
Watts 1874 is usually the first showroom I pop into,
I always enjoying sceing Fiona and Sagal there.
They have a new printed cork wallcovering that
looks like aged leather panels.

ATELIER JANAYE

Bee Janaye runs this interiors and architectural
design studio based in Wimbledon, leading a team of
four. She aims to challenge the definition of luxury
with joy, playfulness and personality.
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What inspires you?

I'm inspired and driven by people and their joy. I'm
fascinated by neuroaestheties, which explore how
we think, interact with our spaces and contemplate art. I love weaving my clients” culture,

experiences and personalitics into the spaces we ereate.

What projects are you working on at the moment?
A townhouse filled with colour and vibrancy and an eclectic apartment, both in south

London, plus two family homes north of the river.

Is there any business advice you wish youdd known when you started out?

A client-designer relationship has to be the perfect match for a space to reach its potential.

What are the details that matter the maost to you in your work?

Each room needs to have its “moment”. It can be a tiny intentional handcrafted detail,
a pendant placement that captures your attention or a statement artwork that deaws on
memories for the client, Something that you remember when you leave,

Describe your style in three words
Eclectic, authentic, playful,

What s your latest discovery at the Design Centre?
T'he recent Eva Sonaike x Robert Langford collaboration collection. | adore Eva's beautiful
textiles and Ilove the play between African design and British craftsmanship.
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SARAH WALTER BOYD

Having worked for Sibyl Colefax & john Fowler for a
decade, Walter Boyd started her own business in summer
2024. She's based between south London and Winchester.

What inspires you?
The obvious one is nature, But [ also really love
architecture: if you strip everything back and look at the

building you're dealing with, it just simplifics things for me.

Is there any business advice you wish you'd known when you
started out?

Pace yourself and set boundaries. The ease with which

the work/life separation becomes completely muddied

did almost take me by surprise. Clear guides and daily
reminders of prioritics have helped me hugely in regaining

structure.

What's the thread that runs through every scheme, regardless of
the aesthetic?

A good scheme just fits its location and its user, and
should never look overworked, in my opinion. Strong
base lines should be in place (with key furniture, finishes
and colours) then these lines are softened with antiques,
lighting and textiles. Just like a smudge of one's eyeliner
makes things look immediately lived-in and therefore less
contrived!

Describe your style in three words

Timeless, effortless, comfortable.

What's your latest discovery at the Design Centre?

I'm always inspired when I go into Turnell & Gigon.
When you're working on your own you can struggle a bit,
but then showrooms become your friends. You can feel
like you're out in the big wide world, but as soon as you're

in the Harbour, you're in a safe space.

RACHAEL
GOWDRIDGE

Having worked at leading design practices
including David Collins Studio, Martin
Brudnizki Design Studio and Ennismore
International, Gowdridge set up her design
practice in 2021.

Is there any business advice you wish you'd known
when you started out?

Linitially felt the pressure to take on every
opportunity that came my way, but I've
come to learn the value of being sclective
and focusing on projects that align with our
studio’s ethos and strengths. Building a clear

identity for your business - knowing what you
stand for and who your ideal client is - makes such a
difference in attracting the right work.

What are the details that matter the most to you in your
work?
One of my favourite parts of the design journey is

introducing art and sculpture to an interior. Ltry to
help clients understand that building an art collection
doesn’t need to be eye-wateringly expensive. While
there are always key "hero” picces that can be

investments, there are a wealth of fantastic places o
source antique originals, limited-edition print runs or
picces from up-and-coming artists that won't blow the
budget and can really make a difference.

What is your style in three words?'
Authentic, refined, layered.

What'’s your latest discovery at the Design Centre?
We've worked with August + Co on two Pinton
tapestries for a project in Oxford, It's been great
learning about this centuries-old craft process
(Pinton’s roots date back to 1867!).
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JESSICA SUMMER

From her studio just outside Richmond, Summer heads up a team of four. She was
nominated for Frederic magazine's It List in 2023, a barometer of up-and-coming creatives,

What inspires you?

Looking to the past is always very inspiring. With Instagram and Pinterest it's almost like
there’s too much inspiration out there, so I like looking further back, and then collecting
the details,

What'’s the thread that runs through every scheme, regardless of the aesthetic?

Interiors that are cohesive, with nothing too contrasting. I use colour and pattern in quite
a restrained way: [ don't think my interiors are minimal, but I am in the “less is more™
camp.

What projects are you working on at the moment?

I'm finishing up a project in California in the next few months: it's been exciting working
with a different style of architecture. I'm starting a project in Scattle in a really modern
apartment for the same client, so that'll be interesting,

What details matter to you?

T'he architectural details. Ifind that a good way of knowing I've got the details right is
when 1 see a finished room before the furniture has gone in, and everything has changed
it makes it a layered interior, not something that’s

just been decorated.

Describe your style in three words?
Elegant, restrained, classic.

What'’s your latest discovery at the Design Centre?
Holland & Sherry | use a lot - they've got such
lovely textures, And there'’s a rug from “I'im Page
that goes with every project,

STUDIO RAFF

Sophia Ayrton-Grime started Studio Raff in 2019,
having gained a large amount of multidisciplinary
experience in the creative industries, from working
at the Design Centre's Altfield showroom to taking a
graphic design course. She trained at the KLC School
of Design and is based in east London.

What's the thread that runs through every scheme,
regardless of the aesthetic?

'm very drawn to bright and bold things, but they are quite simple at the same time.
The design tsell is simple, but then colour, pattern and textures are added.

What inspires you?
Sometimes it can be quite a small thing. I'm a bit of a magpic: I can become obsessed with
one simple thing and my brain will go a bit wild with it,

Is there any business advice you wish you'd known when you started out?
I'm still learning: making mistakes is where you really learn. It would have been useful 10
know the basics of the financial stuff before setting up a business.

Current projects?
I'm finishing up a huge project in Petworth very soon, which I've been so lucky to have.

What details matter to you?

The architecture is obviously important; if it’s got a good foundation, then that can be
exciting to work with. I also like using a wallpaper or a specific fabric as a starting point
finding one picce that's amazing, and working around that.

Describe your style in three words
Individual, simple, flirty.

What'’s your latest discovery at the Design Centre?
Ilove Schumacher and Turnell & Gigon. They’re my two favourites.
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