


ABOVE A parquet floor discovered under thick 
carpet in the entrance hall has been cleaned 
and restored. Wallpaper from Galbraith & Paul is 
paired with Eau de Nil by Edward Bulmer Natural 
Paint below the dado rail. 
BELOW Azurite by Edward Bulmer Natural Paint 
is a joyful blue in the snug. Dark yellow cushions 
and Lewis & Wood Rooksmoor Velvet piping on 
the bespoke wing-back chair echo the colours of 
the dining room beyond. An inviting Beaumont & 
Fletcher sofa is covered in Pierre Frey fabric. 

'I wasn't set on a traditional country house. I would have been happy living 
somewhere modern, but I walked in and immediately felt something' 

T
he allure of the countryside has, perhaps, 
never been greater than in current times. 
There is a rural idyll for every dream, from 
snug cottages to grand estates, so when 

Marion and Richard Knight embarked on buying their 
first country home together, they began by stepping back 
to take a cool-headed look at what was right for them. 

"That was the hardest and most intensive part of the 
process," says Marion. "We had no county affiliation, 
but we needed good access to London and Oxford for 
business. Previously we'd both led very urban lives, 
travelling extensively for work and living in cities as 
diverse as Tokyo, London, New York and Hong Kong. 

We'd each pursued our own corporate careers, so the 
most important part of our search was working out 
what we really needed together. We decided on a list 
of 10 things we really cared about in a country house, 
and three things we didn't want, and drew up a 
sb.ortlist from there." 

Richard was working in South Africa when Marion 
went to view a property which had suddenly become 
available. "I was open-minded about it," Marion 
explains. "I wasn't set on a traditional country house. 
I would have been equally happy living somewhere 
modern, but I walked in and immediately felt 
something. The house had a resonance that spoke ► 

ABOVE New wood 
flooring in a Versailles 
pattern adds elegance 
to the drawing room. 
The curtains are in 
Travelling Light by Kit 
Kemp for Christopher 
Farr Cloth. 
LEFT In the dining 
room, a vintage 
Chinese lamp with a 
bespoke Daisy shade 
by A Shade Above 
stands on a Regency
style plinth. 
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ABOVE New 
definition and charm 
have been brought to 
this guest bedroom 
with the addition of a 
baldachin above the 
bed, a family piece, 
making it a firm 
favourite with 
visitors. Drapes in 
Tabby Weave from 
T itley & Marr, Orrisa 
silk by James Hare 
and trim from Samuel 
& Sons are matched 
with Brideshead 
wallpaper by Nina 
Campbell for 
Osborne and Little. 
Visit oakleymoore. 
corn to see more 
of Kate Aslangul's 
design work. 

front door, through the house to the gardens beyond, 

clever framing allows the space to unfold at a leisurely 

pace. Similarly, a sophisticated balance of colours and 

textures gives each room its unique identity whilst 

maintaining flow. "By keeping everything slightly 

unbalanced, rather than completely symmetrical, each 

shape bounces to another and helps create the feel of 

the house; there are no jolts or change of tempo but 

rather the feel of a babbling brook," notes Kate. 

Throughout, the project was highly collaborative 

with respect and admiration on both sides. With 

Kate's help, Marion and Richard have brought 

together a rich array of art, textiles and colour to create 

a home that exudes warmth, elegance and character, 

"to truly weave in their stories and create a tapestry of 

their lives," Kate says. 

For Marion and Richard, their dreams for their 

country house have been fulfilled. "For the first time, 

we have a home where our families and friends can 

meet, relax together or enjoy their own space," says 

Marion. "We love it and couldn't be happier." ■
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ABOVE The tiling design for the guest bathroom was 
inspired by the Casa de Pilatos - a palace in Seville - and 
created in tiles from Fired Earth. Little Greene's Hicks Blue 
used on the woodwork is echoed in the blind, which is in 
GP & J Baker's lzmir fabric. 

BELOW Sky Blue by Edward Bulmer Natural Paint, used for 
the walls and joinery, creates a tranquil wash of colour in 
the luxurious guest shower room. The mirror is from Oka 
and tiles from Fired Earth. 




